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THE KIPLING FAMILY HISTORY NEWSLETTER #30             JANUARY 2024 
 
In this 30th edition, two brothers killed in action in the same month 80 years ago, a 19th 
century auctioneer, and a 17th century religious rebel.  
 

News from the World of Literature 
 

 
Brighton Argus - Monday 17 July 1899 

 

1944 WW2 Deaths – Part 1 

 
Private Harold Kipling  
Harold Kipling served in the 12th (Yorkshire) Battalion of the Parachute Regiment . He was 
killed in action on 17 June 1944 at Ranville, Normandy. The 12th Battalion was formed in 
May 1943 from the 10th (East Riding Yeomanry) Battalion of the Green Howards and 
became part of the 5th Parachute Brigade with the 6th Airborne Division. The 12th Battalion 
captured Ranville despite its scattered drop on D-Day (6 June 1944) and held it against 
repeated German counter-attacks as well as relieving the glider borne elements at Pegasus 
Bridge.  
 
Harold was born in early 1914, a son of Frank Kipling, a carter of Richmond, Yorkshire, and 
his wife Isabella. Harry married Mary Mainland Finlay in early 1937 in Darlington district. In 
1939, Harold was a ‘haulage contractor’. In 1943, he was convicted of dealing in stolen 
scrap. 
 

https://www.cwgc.org/visit-us/find-cemeteries-memorials/cemetery-details/2033500/ranville-war-cemetery/
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Newcastle Journal - Monday 5 April 1943 
 
He and Mary had a daughter, Susan,  not long after the above report. He must have then 
joined (or been conscripted into) the army. He is buried at Ranville cemetery, where his 
headstone carries the additional inscription ‘FOR ALL OF US HE DID HIS BEST; GOD GRANT 
HIM ETERNAL REST’. 
 
Fusilier Walter Kipling 
 
Walter Kipling of the 2nd Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers was the younger brother of Harold 
Kipling above. He was killed on 21 June 1944, the same month as his brother, fighting with 
the 78th Division as it pushed north of Rome. He was buried in the Orvieto war cemetery 
where his headsotne has the additional inscription ‘THE LOVE THAT LINGERS O'ER HIS NAME 
IS MORE THAN FAME’ 
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(image thanks to Dimitrios Corcodilos) 

 
There is a memorial to both brothers at Richmond. 

 

 
 

Harold and Walter were of the Gilling Kipling family group. 
 

WT Kipling & Co - auctioneers 

 
William Thompson Kipling, of the Staindrop family group, was a Victorian-era London pub 
landlord for much of his working life. His first known pub was in docklands. 
 

 

 
Morning Advertiser - Tuesday 18 November 1851 

 
At a subsequent pub, The Three Horsehoes, near St Clement Danes in the strand, he applied 

for a licence for music and dancing, providing testimony of his suitability from neighbours. 
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He wrote to a London newspaper following a train accident in 1869  
 

    
Morning Advertiser - Monday 28 June 1869 
 

William also practised as an auctioneer from at least 1869 
 

 
Bayswater Chronicle - Saturday 23 October 1869 

 
In 1872, he handed over the licence for his final pub to his son. 
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He continued to work as an auctioneer. 
 

 

North Wilts Herald - Monday 16 March 1874 

William died in September 1875. 

 
 

But the business continued to operate for several months more, the last reference being in 

November. 

 
London Daily Chronicle - Friday 21 November 1879 
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John Kipling – 17th century rebel 
 
In 1641, a pamphlet was published naming 36 ‘rebels’ accused of conspiring to set the City 
of London ablaze in support of a group of armed Catholics who had been arrested on their 
way to assist a rebellion in Ireland and sentenced to death. One of those named was John 
(or possibly Jonas) Kipling. I have not identified who this was, although a Jo. Kipling was born 
in London in 1609 (see The Kipling Shipwrights), nor what happened to him subsequently. 
 

 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
An Ian Shaw was a recent match at 67 markers to Robert T Kipling of the I-M253 haplogroup 
(and the Captain Robert family group), albeit with a genetic distance of 5. Two of his 
markers (DYS413=22-24 and DYS385=13-16) are not seen in any other project member.  The 
other differences are also uncommon in the project. This suggests that this yet another case 
of a common ancestor a long time ago, probably before surnames became fixed. There are 
now five of these with the I-M253 Kiplings and six with the R-U152 Kiplings.  
 

https://kipling.one-name.net/The%20Kipling%20Shipwrights.pdf

